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DETAILED ACTION 

1. * This is in response to amendment filed on 5/26/06 in which claims 1-3, 6-8, 10- 
15, 19-20, 22-24 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 12 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-3, 6*8, 10-13, 15, 19-20, 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,343324 to Hubis et al in view of U.S. Patent 
Application No.2004/0 186881 to Porter et al. 

a. As per claim 1, Hubis et al teaches a method and system for controlling access 
share storage devices in a network environment by configuring host-to-volume mapping 
data structures in the controller memory for granting and denying access to the devices. 
Furthermore, Hubis et al teaches an interface to an IP network (See col. 2, lines 24-30); 
an interface to one or more target devices (See col. 2, lines 24-30); a processor coupled to 
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the interfaces; and a memory; wherein the processor is configured to maintain in the 
memory a mapping of users that are connected to the EP network to the one or more target 
devices (See col. 9, lines 23-43, a host Id map list data structure storing a list of Host 
Indices also defined in memory of controller is indexed by Fibre Channel Loop Id. This 
Host ID Map list maps each Loop Id to a host index), to access the mapping according to 
login information corresponding to the users, and to enable access from the users to the 
one or more target devices according to the mapping (See col. 8, lines 43-58, a host 
computer desiring to access a logical volume controlled by controller must login or 
otherwise identify its access request Host first logs in to the logical volume storage 
array via a controller then makes requests to access a specific logical volume). 
However, Hubis et al fails to teach wherein the login information comprises a username 
and a corresponding password associate with each user and wherein communication s 
between the users and the processor comprise NDMP communications 

Porter et al teaches an automated media library. Furthermore, Porter et al teaches 
wherein the login information comprise a username and a corresponding password and 
wherein communication between users and the processor comprise NDMP 
communications (See page 5, paragraph [0042]). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teaching of Porter et al into the claimed invention of Hubis et 
al in order to provide exclusive access to media resources (See page 4, paragraph [0034]). 

b. As per claim 2, Hubis et al in view of Porter et al teaches the claimed invention as 
described above. Furthermore, Hubis et al teaches wherein the system comprises a router 
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configured to be coupled between an IP network and a SCSI bus, wherein the router is 
configured to maintain one or more access control tables, wherein each table identifies 
one or more tape servers, to enable access to the access control tables according to the 
login information corresponding to the users to associate each user with one of the tables, 
and to enable each user to access the one or more tape servers identified in the table 
associated with the user (See col. 8, lines 43-58 and col. 12, lines 4-24). 

c. As per claim 3, Hubis et al in view of Porter et al teaches the claimed invention as 
described above. Furthermore, Hubis et al teaches wherein the mapping comprises one 
or more tables, wherein each table is associated with one or more users and wherein each 
of the associated users is mapped to a set of the one or more target devices listed in the 
table (See col. 12, lines 4-24). 

d. As per claim 6, Hubis et al in view of Porter et al teaches the claimed invention as 
described above. Furthermore, Hubis et al teaches wherein the target devices comprise 
storage devices (See col. 7, lines 40-45). 

e. As per claim 7, Hubis et al in view of Porter et al teaches the claimed invention as 
described above. Furthermore, Hubis et al teaches wherein the target devices comprise 
tape drives (See col. 7, lines 40-45). 

f. As per claim 8, Hubis et al in view of Porter et al teaches the claimed invention as 
described above. Furthermore, Hubis et al teaches wherein the target devices comprise 
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SCSI devices (See col. 7, lines 40-45). 

g. As per claim 10, Hubis et al in view of Porter et al teaches the claimed invention 
as described above. Furthermore, Hubis et al teaches wherein the system comprises a 
router (See col. 4, lines 45-55). 

h. As per claim 1 1, Hubis et al in view of Porter et al teaches the claimed invention 
as described above. Furthermore, Hubis et al teaches wherein the interface to the one or 
more target devices comprises an interface to a non-IP network to which the target 
devices are connected (See col. 2, lines 21-30). 

i. As per claim 13, Hubis et al teaches the claimed invention as described above. 
Furthermore, Hubis et al teaches maintaining a mapping of users that are connected to an 
IP network to one or more target devices; accessing the mapping according to login 
information corresponding to one or more users; and enabling access from the one or 
more users to the one or more target devices according to the mapping (See col. 8, lines 
43-58, a host computer desiring to access a logical volume controlled by controller must 
login or otherwise identify its access request Host first logs in to the logical volume 
storage array via a controller then makes requests to access a specific logical volume). 
However, Hubis et al fails to teach wherein the login information comprises a username 
and a corresponding password associate with each user and wherein communication s 
between the users and the processor comprise NDMP communications 
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Porter et al teaches an automated media library. Furthermore, Porter et al teaches 
wherein the login information comprise a username and a corresponding password and 
wherein communication between users and the processor comprise NDMP 
communications (See page 5, paragraph [0042]). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teaching of Porter et al into the claimed invention of Hubis et 
al in order to provide exclusive access to media resources (See page 4, paragraph [0034]). 

j. . As per claim 12, Hubis et al in view of Porter et al teaches the claimed invention 
as described above. Furthermore, Hubis et al teaches a management station configured to 
enable access to the mapping (See col 8, lines 43-50). 

k. As per claim 15, Hubis et al in view of Porter et al teaches the claimed invention 
as described above. Furthermore, Hubis et al teaches comprising interfacing with the IP 
network (See col. 2, lines 15-20). 

1, As per claim 19, Hubis et al in view of Porter et al teaches the claimed invention 
as described above. Furthermore, Hubis et al teaches wherein maintaining the mapping 
comprises maintaining one or more tables, wherein each table is associated with one or 
more users and wherein each of the associated users is mapped to a set of the one or more 
target devices listed in the table (See col. 10, lines 63-67 and col. 1 1, lines 1-6). 
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m. As per claim 20, Hubis et al in view of Porter et al teaches the claimed invention 
as mentioned above. Furthermore, Hubis et al teaches wherein maintaining the mapping 
further comprises a system administrator creating the one or more tables and storing the 
one or more tables in a memory (See col. 9, lines 9-30). 

n. As per claim 22, Hubis et al in view of Porter et al teaches the claimed invention 
as described above. Furthermore, Hubis et al teaches wherein the target devices are 
connected to a non-IP network and wherein the method further comprises interfacing 
with the non-IP network (See col. 2, lines 14-30). 

o. As per claim 23, Hubis et al in view of Porter et al teaches the claimed invention 
as described above. Furthermore, Hubis et al teaches wherein the non-IP network 
comprises a SCSI bus (See col. 2, lines 29-30). 

p. As per claim 24, Hubis et al in view of Porter et al teaches the claimed invention 
as mentioned above. Furthermore, Hubis et al teaches wherein enabling access from the 
users to the one or more target devices comprises directing at least one of the one or more 
users to backup data to a target device which is identified in a table associated with the at 
least one user (See col. 12, lines 4-24). 

5. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent 6,343324 to Hubis et al in view of U.S. Patent Application No. 2004/0186881 to 
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Porter et al and further in view of U.S. Patent Application No 2001/0020254 To 
Blumenau et al. 

a. As per claim 14, Hubis et al in view of Porter et al teaches the claimed invention 
as described above. Furthermore, Hubis et al fails wherein the mapping is maintained in 
a router that is located between the IP network and a transport medium to which the 
target devices are connected (See col. 12, lines 5-15); wherein the mapping comprises 
one or more tables, each identifying a set of target devices and a set of users that are 
authorized to access the identified set of target devices (See col. 5, lines 59-65); 
However, Hubis et al fails to teach wherein enabling access from each user comprises 
examining one of the tables that is associated with the user, determining whether one of 
the set of target devices is identified in the table associated with the user, and directing 
the user to access the one of the set of target devices. 

Blumenau et al teaches wherein enabling access from each user comprises 
examining one of the tables that is associated with the user, determining whether one of 
the set of target devices is identified in the table associated with the user, and directing 
the user to access the one of the set of target devices (See page 5, paragraph [0059]). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate wherein the login information for each user comprises 
a username and corresponding password; and wherein enabling access from each user 
comprises examining one of the tables that is associated with the user, determining 
whether one of the set of target devices is identified in the table associated with the user, 
and directing the user to access the one of the set of target devices as taught by Blumenau 
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et al in the claimed invention of Hubis et al in view of Porter et al in order to match an 
identifier of the host with configuration data for the host (See page 5, paragraph [0059]). 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Djenane M. Bayard whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3878. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday 5:30 AM- 3:00 
PM.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on (571) 272-3880. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Djenane Bayard 

Patent Examiner ) 



Conclusion 




